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avoid military service.    The habits of a con-
siderable number were such that the authorities
repeatedly  threatened  with  punishment those
"seen in cafe-houses,  in billiard-halls, at the
theatre, at balls,   and  in  gambling  places."l
Later another school was opened in Strasburg,
but after the Franco-Prussian War it was trans-
ferred to Paris.   The students in both schools of
theology now are morally and spiritually equal
to  those  of  Protestant  institutions  anywhere.
Three preparatory schools, with a healthy re-
ligious and intellectual atmosphere, lead their
students to the baccalaureate of letters which is
required  for  entrance  to  the   regular   course
in   the   theological   schools.    The  Protestant
primary   schools,   once  quite  numerous, were
merged into those of the State, under the Third
Republic, because the principle of freedom of
conscience which had occasioned their creation
had triumphed, as a whole, in common schools.
Most   pastors   began   their   education    there.
Friendly to every form of progressive education,
Protestants, helped by the State, wished to have
ministers broadly trained, and through them to
bring all the world of truth, of philosophy, and
of science to the service of religion.    What a
contrast between the Protestant clergy of seventy

1 Sardinoux, op. tit., p. 37,